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The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The Senator from Oregon is recog-
nized. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, first, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NOMINATION OF JANET LOUISE 
YELLEN 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, a few 
minutes ago, Chair Janet Yellen was 
approved by the Senate Finance Com-
mittee to be Secretary of the Treasury 
by an extraordinary 26-to-0 vote. 

I have seen times around here in the 
Senate where you come away con-
vinced you couldn’t get 26 to 0 among 
Senators to buy a soda. I want to 
thank Senators GRASSLEY and CRAPO 
for working very closely with me and 
Senate Democrats to achieve this re-
markable vote this morning. 

The fact is, Janet Yellen has been 
confirmed by this body four times. She 
really belongs in the Senate confirma-
tion hall of fame, and the reason that 
she has been confirmed all of these 
times is because of what we saw at her 
confirmation hearing on Tuesday. She 
did a superb job. After the hearing, she 
responded in a substantive way to hun-
dreds of questions that came from col-
leagues and has made a real commit-
ment to transparency. 

Now, I know that Senators are work-
ing on a variety of issues now, but I 

would like to say that I think, given 
the urgency of the economic challenge 
our country faces, in a truly perilous 
economic time, I would very much like 
to work with all of my colleagues, par-
ticularly Senators CRAPO and GRASS-
LEY, to find a way to, today, bring up 
Chair Yellen for confirmation to be our 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

I want to say I very much appreciate 
the conciliatory way this was discussed 
today, and I really hope the Senate can 
vote on her nomination today. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas is recognized. 
Mr. COTTON. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that at the end 
of my remarks the Senator from Okla-
homa, Senator INHOFE, be recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that at the conclu-
sion of the remarks from the Senator 
from Arkansas that I be recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CHINA 

Mr. COTTON. Madam President, on 
Wednesday, just moments after Joe 
Biden took office, China’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs sanctioned 28 members 
of the outgoing administration, includ-
ing Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
National Security Advisor Robert 
O’Brien, and UN Ambassador Kelly 
Craft. 

According to Chinese State media, 
these Trump administration officials 
were guilty of ‘‘crazy moves which 
gravely interfered in China’s internal 
affairs.’’ Those ‘‘crazy moves’’ include 
presumably condemning the Chinese 
Communist Party’s genocidal cam-
paign against religious minorities in 
Xinjiang Province or its atheistic 
crackdown on Chinese Christians. In 
addition to interfering, these officials 
allegedly offended the Chinese people 
and seriously disrupted U.S.-China re-
lations. I guess that refers to some, 
such as Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Alex Azar, who traveled to 
Taiwan. 

Under the new sanctions, these offi-
cials are now barred from entering 
China, but more important and more 
ominous, institutions associated with 
them are also restricted from doing 
business with China. 

Now, it is tempting to laugh off these 
sanctions, as I did last summer when 
China sanctioned me. You know you 
won’t have a second honeymoon in 
Wuhan or you will have to vacation in 
a nongenocidal country. 

But these sanctions are no laughing 
matter. They are not bluster. They are 
another step in China’s long-term cam-
paign to coerce Americans at every 
level of government and business. They 
are a direct attack on the independence 
of U.S. policy toward China and an at-
tempt to blackmail the Biden adminis-
tration with personal financial ruin in 

the future if they dare to stand up to 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

Some may start to think about the 
potential damage to their future, and 
they may start to sweat a little bit. 
Now, you may say: Good. I am glad 
that former government officials can’t 
cash in on their service and go to influ-
ence-peddling firms like WestExec or 
Albright Stonebridge and sell access to 
the Chinese. 

I might even agree with that point, 
but consider a few other hypotheticals. 
The Chinese State media singled out 
book publishers as just one example of 
who could pay the price. Many public 
officials like to write memoirs, and 
these memoirs often add a lot to our 
understanding of current events, but 
Chinese State media singled out book 
publishers as an example of companies 
that would be banned from China if 
they associated with sanctioned indi-
viduals. 

In fact, China has already used Amer-
ican books as pawns in the trade war 
with the United States. So will major 
publishing houses really risk losing ac-
cess to the Chinese market for all their 
other titles to strike a book deal with, 
say, a former Biden Cabinet official 
who was tough on China and ended up 
getting sanctioned? It is unclear but, I 
would say, doubtful. 

Other public officials practice at big 
law firms. And I know that we all 
make jokes about lawyers, but it is an 
honorable profession. There is nothing 
wrong with practicing at a big law 
firm, and they may plan to return to 
their firms after the administration is 
over. A lot of those firms have clients 
with close ties to China. And even if a 
former public official has no client 
with any business in China, will those 
law firms really take back their old 
employees if it means potentially los-
ing valuable clients who are afraid of 
angering the Chinese Communist 
Party? Again, I would say it is unclear 
but, perhaps, doubtful. 

Once you consider these 
hypotheticals and others that don’t in-
volve influence peddling or anything 
untoward, you can begin to see the in-
sidious consequences of these new sanc-
tions. Beijing wants to scare the Biden 
administration into doing its bidding, 
and they want to scare U.S. businesses 
into blacklisting any official who irri-
tates the Chinese Communist Party. 

Therefore, I call on the Biden admin-
istration to treat these sanctions as a 
day-one assault on the independence of 
its foreign policy by denouncing this 
intimidation in the strongest possible 
terms. 

But as the Chinese Communist Party 
is determined to prove, actions speak 
louder than words, so I also call upon 
President Biden to act reciprocally by 
sanctioning Chinese officials who are 
responsible for this blackmail cam-
paign against his administration. 

Those officials shouldn’t be able to 
ferret away their fortunes in the U.S. 
banking system the way so many cor-
rupt Chinese oligarchs do, nor should 
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their princeling children get degrees 
from our top universities or intern-
ships at prestigious Washington think 
tanks. 

President Biden should also refuse to 
nominate for senior positions individ-
uals who are professionally or finan-
cially entangled with China, who could 
be compromised by the mere threat of 
sanctions. 

Finally, President Biden should de-
termine whether Chinese Ambassador 
Cui Tiankai was involved in these sanc-
tions, and if so, he should be expelled 
immediately for this egregious effort 
to subvert American foreign policy. 

And that is just for the short term. 
America must also begin to disentangle 
our economy from China, to decouple 
our economies. The Chinese Com-
munist Party sanctions pose a threat 
only because American society is so 
deeply compromised by Chinese influ-
ence. 

American corporations, the big 
banks, think tanks, universities, film 
studios, even our sports leagues—even 
LeBron James—are all addicted to Chi-
nese cash. They are all part of a new 
China lobby that is deeply invested in 
the status quo and, thus, hostile to any 
efforts to redefine U.S.-China relations 
in America’s interest. 

This lobby makes their money in 
China. They make their products in 
China. They have made their bed in 
China, and now they are all vulnerable 
to pressure from the Chinese Govern-
ment. 

America hasn’t been in such a bind 
since our earliest days, when our young 
Republic was encircled by hostile impe-
rial powers. 

Even during the Cold War, America 
had few entanglements of the sort we 
face today. The United States had very 
little trade with the Russians. We com-
peted in separate lanes, like runners in 
a race. 

The new Cold War with China isn’t so 
orderly. Communist China is wealthier 
and has more people than did Soviet 
Russia, and our economies have be-
come deeply entangled. These new 
sanctions are just the latest example of 
how that entanglement threatens our 
security and prosperity. 

Here is how the United States can 
beat China in this strategic competi-
tion. First, the United States should 
impose restrictions on inbound and 
outbound investment with China. Wall 
Street has financed China’s industrial 
and technological development for 
more than four decades and has become 
compromised for the bargain. That has 
to end. 

Second, the United States should 
move supply chains for critical goods, 
such as semiconductors and pharma-
ceuticals, out of China and back to 
American soil. China, today, may be 
the so-called factory of the world, but 
it was corporate America, with its 
Army of bankers and lawyers and con-
sultants, who built that factory. That 
has got to end as well. 

Third, the United States must re-
strict the flow of knowledge and ad-

vanced technology between our coun-
try and China. American colleges, uni-
versities, and research laboratories are 
the finest in the world, but they allow 
Chinese nationalists to participate, 
even in cutting-edge research with 
military applications. This research 
has an alarming tendency to end up in 
China, in the weapons fielded by the 
People’s Liberation Army against our 
own troops. That information pipeline 
needs to be shut off, and many of those 
Chinese nationalists need to go. 

None of these steps will be easy, but 
the Chinese Communist Party’s puni-
tive sanctions against Trump adminis-
tration officials and his blackmail 
campaign against the Biden adminis-
tration officials demonstrate that de-
coupling our economies is both nec-
essary and urgent. 

The Communists in Beijing have 
lulled too many Americans into com-
placency and dependency over the 
course of many years. They now intend 
to blackmail even our government into 
inaction. Our intention must be dif-
ferent. The United States must break 
free of the Chinese Communist’s suffo-
cating grasp, fight back, and win. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma is recognized. 
Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, first 

of all, let me just compliment my 
friend from Arkansas on his great re-
marks. People are not aware of the 
threats we are facing in this country. I 
want to join him in encouraging the 
new administration to understand and 
address these threats. 

f 

NATIONAL GUARD 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, since 
last week, there have been over 20,000 
members of the National Guard sta-
tioned here at the Capitol. They are 
here—and have been here and are still 
here—to keep us safe, keep the Mem-
bers safe, Senators safe, staff, press— 
all of us. It seems that people are spec-
ulating that maybe this was overkill, 
maybe we didn’t really need this many 
people here. They are wrong. This was 
a nice, successful inauguration and 
successful, peaceful transfer of power 
because they were there. I made that 
very clear to the ones I have been talk-
ing to in the field over the last 3 days. 
I know, firsthand, that they are really 
outstanding professionals, these 
guards. 

We have about 400 guards here from 
the Oklahoma National Guard. I vis-
ited with them—I guess it was on 
Wednesday—in five different groups. I 
went around and talked to them be-
cause they weren’t all in the same lo-
cation, and we thanked them for the 
service and the sacrifices they are 
making. Long hours. These guys are 
having long hours. They are the best of 
the best. The many I saw did deploy-
ments in Afghanistan. 

When I was talking to them, they 
would remember, and say: Well, Sen-
ator INHOFE, I remember we were to-

gether in Afghanistan; we were to-
gether in Ukraine. These guys—that 
was 10 years ago, and they are still on 
the job working. I don’t know what we 
could have done without them. 

In fact, I asked several of them, how 
many of you in this group, from Okla-
homa, in the Guard, have never been to 
Washington before, that this is your 
first trip. More than half of them had 
never been to Washington before. That 
was a great opportunity for them too. 
But I am really humbled and grateful 
for what they are doing for us, and I 
am sure all of our colleagues are. 

That is why I was so shocked and 
really angry last night—and I picked it 
up on TV—I didn’t know anything 
about it—when I heard that the guards 
were being made to feel like they were 
unwelcome by some person in the Cap-
itol Police, and they were to take their 
rest breaks someplace else and actu-
ally sent to the parking garage, of all 
places. Our Guard members are being 
lodged in hotels. They are working 
shifts, 12-hour shifts a day. They are 
long shifts, on their feet, so they need 
to have rest breaks. And they can’t do 
that lying in the Senate garage. 

They have 2 hours on and 1 hour off, 
plus time for eating and that type of 
thing. We can all agree they should be 
comfortable on their breaks, a place to 
sit and lie down, eat, charge their bat-
teries, and things they have to do— 
talk to their families at home. That is 
what they are supposed to be doing. 
That is precisely where they were. 
They were using the buildings here in 
the Capitol before they were made to 
feel unwelcome and pushed to the ga-
rage. 

I understand, and I am glad that they 
have moved back in and they are now 
well taken care of. And that is a good 
thing. But they should never have had 
to go through this in the first place. 

What we did, you have to find out— 
you get to the bottom of it. And that is 
what we are doing now. We are getting 
answers. I called the acting chief of the 
Capitol Police this morning. I called 
General McConville. General 
McConville is the Chief of Staff of the 
Army, and they are all working to find 
out how this happened. The acting 
chief, Pittman, says the guards were 
never asked to leave yesterday. 

I know that she believes that. But 
several—multiple members of the mili-
tary said, no, they were told to leave. 
We know one thing; that whether it 
was confusion from the fog and the 
friction and the environment or what-
ever it was, the troops didn’t move on 
their own, so they were asked by some-
body. 

This isn’t a blame game. But I do 
want to know what happened to make 
sure it doesn’t happen again. This is 
what happened. There was one uni-
formed police officer who issued an 
order without authority or without 
going through the chain of command. I 
am glad that the U.S. Capitol Police 
and the Guard are talking and trying 
to figure this out. We are going to be 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:56 Jan 23, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G22JA6.008 S22JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-05-20T21:24:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




